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CHARLES ARTHUR FLOYD

ALIAS “PRETTY BOY FLOYD"

® HIGHWAY ROBBER, BANK ROBBER
AND KILLER,

® PARTICIPATED N KANSAS CITY
MASSACRE, JUNE 17, 1333,

® HE WAS KILLED ON OCTOBER 22,
1934, BY FBI AGENTS AN LOCAL
POLICE OFFICERS NEAR EAST LIY-
ERPOOL, OHIO, WHILE RESISTING
ARREST.
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Jt;‘:m ED:;AR HOOVER ( ) : |
H. 5. Buret of Inbestigation

pIRECTOR
Lot LCz:CJ Bepartment of Justice
j Blislington, B. €.
April 13, 1933,
L 0RANTEG: TOR Tl DIRECTOR,

Confirming telephonic reguest of Lr. Pesterson today, I beg to
irform you thet tte following is the criminsl recard of Charles Arthur

Tloyd:

Subject as Charles irthur Floyd, F22318, arrested PD, St. Louis, lo.,

Sestember 16, 1925, charge - highway robbery; sentence - S years State
P ’ ' g ’

Penitertiery, Jefferson City, lissouri.

o) ,
AB Clharles rloyd, #29078, received Stete Penitentiary, Jefferson City,
L.issouri, Tecember 18, 1925, from St. Louls City, crime - robbery lst
decree; sentence - 5 years,

as Charles Afp?loyd, 716950, arrested PD, Kansss City, lLissouri, liarch
g, 1529, elarge - investirstion: dispesition not given.

8 Coarles Tloyd, ‘3999, arrested PD, Kanses City, Xeansas, iay 6, 18529,
charze = vagrancy an¢ suspicion = highwey robbery; released S5-7- 29

¢.

A5 Charles rloyd, 887, arrestsd 7D, Pusblo, Colorads, ilay 9, 19292,
gherse - vagsreney; fined _50.00 anéd 50 deys in jeil,

S Frank'litehell, 19983, arresied PL, Akron, Ghio, llarch 8, 1230,
cl.erge - suspicion; pendinge. | .

ig Clerles mrthur Flovd, 21458, srrested PD, Toledo, Chio, :ay 2C
. ¥ Q ] » 9 ? ]
1230, c-erze - suspicion; déisposition not given,

The follovwing inforration agpears on our records:

.

marrested ansas City, 0., & otier tices, all cases of
investizetion of holdups, and wes released each time,
) W TZD: as Charles arthur Tloyd, alias Trank Mitchell
alies Pretty Sov\3mith, 11-24-306, sertenced 12 years Ohio
P., {bank robbery, Sylvenis, Chio), 12-10-30, esceped en
route to Fenitentiery. lotify chio 3P., or Comm, Sowling
freen, Ohio. ‘ N
STILL /al'7=ZD: 4s Charles Floyd, murders enc¢ benk robbery.
otify PD, Xensas City, Lo., and 30, Zowling Gre:n, Jhio,"
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Gabjest as Charles Artimr noyd, lzzm,'mum 0, 8%, Louts, Meey -
_ 8eptember 16, 1925, charge - highmy nbborn nut.enoo S :url State - -
_Pcn!.tentlary, -Tctforscn cw, !I.nml - - % N

_"- ~f"\ & -_'."' -’; e 4‘;;:’...‘ - .:‘a‘. ;;
" as Chasles Floyd, #29078, Teceived State raumuuy, Jefferson Cityy = -
Missouri, December 18, 16

25. froa 81’-. hm Gl.t:. nmﬂ ht
degree} ustcnco ~ 5 yoars, _-t'.,_ - - ,

As Charles &, nm. new, arrested PD, Kanses czw, lluonﬁ.. Iudt o
9. 1929. charge « !.nuau.gau.m; dlspoutl.on not ;ha. ot e

As Charles norﬂ, I3999. u'ruted PD, Kenses Gi.t:, !unus. 1929. : -
charge - vagrancy aad suspicicn - highmay robbery) released 5-7 -59

As Charles Ployd, las'l. arrested PD, Pueblo, counao, n-; 9, 1929,
charge - vagrancyj fined 650.00»:1604&:31-3-11. L -

As Frank llitchell, ’19983. arrested PD’ m' Ohio‘ Harch 8. 19”.
charge = suspici.on; pendi.u.

' 1s Charles Arthur Floyd, 21458, arrested PD, Toledo, onm, Iuy zo,
1930, charge ~ auspicion; dispoait!.on not glm- S

- - » .

The follodng infomt.ion appeara on our reoordn L L

*srrested Kansas City, Iio., 4 other ti.nes, all eases of
investigation of holdups, and waz released sach time.
BANTED: Aa Charles Arthur Floyd, elias Frenk ditchell

alias Pretty Boy Saith, 11-24-30, sentenced 12 years Ohio -
8P., (bank robbery, 8ylvanls, Ohio), 12-10-30, escaped ea-
routs to Penitentiary. Notify Ohic 8P., or Comz, Bowling
Green, Ohlo.

BTILL 'ANTEDs &s Charles Floyd, murders and bank robbery.
llotify PD, lansa.a City. ﬁo-, Iud m. Barung Brﬂm’ Ohio-
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VoL MEJORANDUM FOR MR, TOLSON ¥/
2
- There i8 transmitted herewith anJInteresting
Case Write-Up concerning the Kansas City Massacre Case.
Very truly yours,
L
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of Shis scuspiresy to adiain the froesden of Nush after Shese
fadividmls had heurd of ks apprahension in Bot Springs,
Yernen Willer wikile at the Horseshos Tavern of Frask Bulley's
§n Cansas City, Riseowri, maie & yunber of telephone exlls %o
several of his erimimel asseciates for assistanse in earryinsg
ot this scheme. Jt was at $this time that *Pretiy Iey® Neod
apd Adsm Mehetti, two known gunmen, arrived at Kansas City
md after neeting Willer, sceompanied hin to his home: st 412
7 ivenns, Eansas City, Missowri, whars they remmined
that wight wmtil the merning of Jeme 17, 193], skich was She
day of the msssesre. .

Prier te the arrival of Floyd and Richettl fn
Eensas City, hevover, iavestigation disglosed they bad bemm
Setained at Polivag Hissowi, vhen the ear in which they
were ridiag became disabled., It was while they were miting
for their ear 40 be repaired in & lecal garage that Gheriff
fumediately recognised by Richatti who seiszed & machine gmn
md held the Sheriff end the garuge attaches aguinst the wall
in & defenseless position. ¥Yloyd assisted ia this vhen he
drev tve .,5 ealiber awtomatic pistels and erdered all of the
perties te remain wotionless while they affected their esespe.
Floyd and Richetti then erdered the Sheriff into asetier
sutomebile iwte whish the arvemal of the two Dandits was Grame-
forred. The two mea with Shair prisemer then proceeded e
Deepwater, Hissouri, where that sar was sbandaned and anether
sutonsbile beleaging te & sslesman, ¥r, l'altcr‘}rifﬁth, s
osmmsndesred. After releusiag the Sheriff they finally arrived
in Canvas City, Hisseuri sheut tem P. N, ou Juwme 16, 1973, vhan
after driving aromd the streets for some time, they abaniomed
this awtomokile amd stals amether oar in that eity. A1l of
their baggage end Tlrearss wers accordingly trussferred, sad =
the same evening, in some msmner, they met Vernon Eiller, whe
soquainted them with his plan of ebtaining the 1iberiy eof Ms
mdgm_‘*!

)

Acting in sccordamee with their preconceived
scheme, the follewing morming, Jwe 17, 1931, Willer, Flan,
snd Richetti proceeded to the Uniom Railway Statios im e
Chovrelst sedsn amd took thelr respective positioms So swait



) plaoed
' Joft ‘frost seat in.erder that the officers might oeswpy
‘rear seat. At Shis isstant two Special jgemts tosk pesiti

the arrival of Nash and Yhe pesse officers who were assigned
to escort and gwrd kis. Tesh, with the offisers, ms
rive st the Waion Station in Eamsas City by traiz and s %
ba thereaflter transferred to an axtomobile parked asress the
street vhere he wuld be takem to the panitemtiary st

Leavenwerth, Kxneas.

Praak Nash ses eseorted by
Eansas City Office, together with Spocial igent Baywond J.
Caffrey, twe sther represestatives of the 757, and Otte Teed,
Chief of Pelice of the Ncilester, Oklahoms, Police De N
Police Officers ¥. J. Grooms and Frank Nermansom ef the Kansas
City, Nissouri, Police Depertaent, were also giver importanst
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automobile of Special Agent Caffrey where he wus

aks
ia the rear seat with Chlef of Police Ottc Deed, Palice Offieers

wes vhean igemt Caffrey appreached the left door of this awtomshile
that ths three assassins surprised the officers fyom a peist ia
front of apd abomt fiftesa to twemty feet to the west of the
awtonwohile. Thess Ben were sbserved carrying machine gwms and
other weapons and im approschiag the sutomobile showted, “wp,
w." Aa instsat later ths voice of ome of the gummen was bheard
S0 ey Lot ‘em have it.* Issediately a f\wmillade of gwmfire
osne from the weapoms of the attackers, Shots were fired fyrea She
frent and frem all sides of dgent Caffrey's sar. PFelios Offissrs
Groomy sad Bermunsen were instastly killed ia the pesitions whare
they stoed. Chief of Palice Otte Reed wus alwe instamtly killed,
One igent wmas severvly vomded Yy bullets which wntered s
nonths. Spesial

J
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shile the Bead of the FB] Office received & wwd in the

arm. Apparently the assassins started st the froat right-haad
nide of the car and at least two of thew proceedsd arommd the
automobile, making a complete circle and firing recklessly as
they went.

Tanedistely follewing this daring erise whish shocked
the mation, the FBY iastituted aan imteasive hvuuptiu to
identify sad apprehand these meddened gummen., Followiag moskhs
of palmstaking work, with all of the facilities at its dispomal,
the FBI wmcovered positive svidence that this scheme was exscuted

by Vermon C. Miller, Adan C. Richetti, and Charles Arthur Floyds
also that this sonsniracy was sucelived snd snwrinsered by

e R s Ry e et wew wan » g e =

Richard Tallmsn Galatas, Herbert Farmer, "Doc® Loxis Stasci, sad
Prank B. Wulloy, YThrough swbsechent imvestigution Galatas,
Farser, Staccli sad Nulley were apprehendsd ia connectiom with

this erime and were isdicted by = Federal Grand Jury at Kansas
City, Hissowr? em Oetober 24, 193{ fer scuspirecy to sause the
sscape of a Federul prisomnsr from the custody of the United States.
A1l of these imdividmle were found guilty om Januery £, 1935, amd
on the following dsy each was sentenced to serve tvo years ia a

Bod o naV el domdloee awd e o2 Flme o F I AW el b mas Aha
releras PEALVEEWIATLY EQU PRy & A.0F Ui gAJVWA/, EILLL RO wEE

saximum peualty allswed by law,

During the FEI's iavestigation to locate Vermon Riller,
his body was foumd om the ouwtskirts of Detroit, Nichigan om the
morning of Noveaber 29, 1933, Through i{nformation received frem
a coafidemtial pource it appears that Miller wme shot to desth

by hachn-n of Longle « From avallabdle informstion it
seems that luJ. fir Mthcnekotpietmuanrd
gumnan ® wi "‘w‘a-ltﬁ, whose spprebension w iwgwt 24, 195
by the FBI dynmmruMcmmum
Buchalter reported to have taken steps to whield HMiller

was
fellowing the Kazsas Cily Messasrs and likevize axpended comaideradls
mome7 to protect Vivian/Wathiag, the peramour of Versom Willer.

Iavestigation diseloved that Yiviem Bathias was clesely associsted
with Betiy}Buchalter, the wife of Lowis Pachalter, during Yhe
tise Special Agomts were losking for her as & mesns by which
Yernon Willer night be apprebended,

From the inforsstion dsveloped througk a eonfidentisl
source, it appears that Verncm Willer, shile intoxicated, became
favolved undtmuudﬁlmofMde!vﬂhnh
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Br. sad Ers, B2 Brensan, rested an spartment {a that eity.
Questioning of the remeiniag cesupants of this apartaent
building by Special igents disclesed they vensideared the
Sanders and Bresmsn families as very mysterious iz that

they seldom loft the apartpent, especislly the men, Izvesti-
gotion disclosed that Floyd and Richettl together with their
fesnle soupanions remained iz this apartaest fer sppreximately
thirtoen nonths wytil Outoder 30, 19). JPuwring this Wme
Floyd malked fyom the frout to the rear of the apartmsst almest
ooxtinwusly, This agtivity sawsed oomsideradle swrienity ea
the part of the sther eccupants of ths apartaent bullding. It
appearsd that they sever visited with auy of their meighbers
though they were friendly with the neighborhood children who
vere sometines permitted to enter the apartaesnt, and they oftem
threv nomey fyom the windovs t0 the childres playiag in the
strest.,

On Oetober 20, 1914 it was agreed that they would
rotws o thelir home stats, Oklahome, sad in purswnce of this
plan Rose Baird was given & sum of momey with which to
s Ford tulor coach sedan. It was in this awtomsoblle that Floyd
and Richetti, altermstiag &t the whesl, plunned %0 drive to
Oklabhowa, However, Floyd, when driving, skidded the awtomobile
into a telephone pole mear Vellsville, Ohio on the sarly soraing
of Octeber 21, 1934. At that point Floyd aad Richett!l took from
the oar their firesras and resained ea the ontskirts of the ity
while Fose and Beslah Baird succeeded in taking the wreeksd auto-
mebile imto a Vellsville garage fer repairs,

On the day of this wreck Floyd aad Richetti were
fdentified by lo0al officers whe foumd thea resting in a woeded
tract of land near Pellsville., After a gum batile Michotti wus
taken into custody dut Floyd esoaped. Immediately wpea re-
ceiviag this informetion capcerning the ascape of Floyd, “pecial
Azemts of the FEI were ordered teo the scans aad there conducted
a thorowgh and exacting search for the elusive Flopd, Om the
fellowing day, October 22, 1934, *Pretty Bey® Floyd wan located
by Special Ageats of the FBI aceompanied by esfficers of the Enst
Liverpool, Ohio Police Departasmt, ea & furs sitmted betwemm
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o the grownd $hat he wWiimesses bad pok perssually mede ¥he
photographs., The Couwrt overruled beth sdjectioms. Richettl
appealed his comviction shieh was affiraed by the Swpreme Cowrt

of the State of Rissowrl sm Wey 3, 1938. Subsecwsmily, Richetil’s
attorneys alleged Richett! to be inssne, and 2 hesring ms hald

EEv-am—y -

mnmunsmwmmonﬁuu He we
agein sentenced o= ingwust 1), 1938, to death 1in the lothal gap
chamber of the Wissowrl Mate Panitemtiary at Jeflferem City,
HEissowri. Yhis execwtion wus performed em Qetsber 7, 1938,

The erimiml resords of Willer, Floyd, and Richettd,
as maintained in the files of the FEI, alearly imdicate the
exrindsal and lawless charescteristies of thess nea,

Verzson C. Willer, with aliases, was arrested ean
April 4, 1923, for smbesslement of public fwnds and was received
st the RNats Penltemtiary at Siowx Palls, Beutk Dakota, $o serve
from two to tem years and to pay 2 fime of $5,200.00. Hs
erininal regord further reflects that ha was wepted by the
KEianeapolis, Mimesota, Police Deparinent for asssult with
intent to kill, and also st Siouwx Falls, Sowth Dakota, for vie-
lation of the Natiopal Prohibitiom Aet.

Casrles Arthur Flayd, with aliases, was arrevted e
awmerous occasions, the first being em September 16, 1925, for

highway robbery by the 3t. Louis, Missowrl, Pelice Departaest,
I-n‘l-aﬂnl -Iltvhth-l- ﬁn—-ml- 1925 and sas

mmumtmummrmtmmn:mm
City, Rissowri. Fleyd wes discharged from the Penitemtiary

s NBareh 7, 1929, being thereafter arrested by the Lansas Q14y,
Wesouri Pelice Depariment eu Narch 9, 1929, for imvestigation
snd on Nay 6, 1929, fer wagrsacy sad swepicion of highwey
robbery, He was relmsed I boAh instanees. Ou Way 20, 19%
Tleyd was arrested by the Toledo, Ohie, Police Dopu-tunt,
lduz:.ofhnkrobb-ry,nduln-bnu,m.ﬂm

a_ L e o AL. ML F. Blak. Beonldowmd oo
“w“wnlu-,unuuewm“r—;m lm

encaped e reute $o the pmitestiary and was 20t apprebended
wtil Cetober 22, 193, when ke was killed while resistiag arrest.

The orinimn)l reeord of Mam €, Richottl, vith aliases,
ttﬂed.l that he was first arrested ou Augest 7, 1928, at Basmond,
Indiane, by the Police Departasat for s haldwp, being thareafter



sentensed §o serve frem sme %o tsu yeurs ia the State Peformatery
at Pesdleton. Indiana. He was paroled from this institution em
Setober 2, 1990, end en September 23, 19131, he was discharged frem
his parcle. Richetti was next arrested om Narch 9, 1932, at
received at the Rutc Penitentiary, luluhr, Oklaheme, for
safekeeping. Eis erimisal regord, however, discioses tazi e wes
released from the Btate Penitemtinry om Augwet 25, 1932, Wy & Cowmrt
erder and placed em bowd which he thereafter ferfeited. The
eriminal record of Richetti shows that he wes swbsequently wasted
at Tishemingo, Oklshoma, fer robbery and for jwmnins the £15.000
wmumwmbmgmummmmu
Pemitentiary. 4s a result of Richetti's participation in the
Kanses City Bassacre, he wus received st the State Peniteatiary,
Jefferson City, Hissowri, em Septesmber 2, 1938, at wvhich plase

e vas exscuted om Oetober 7, iV3E,



